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that it may involve great danger to those of the West unless
the people are first Christianised. No one who knows any-
thing of the subject would willingly discourage Christian
Missions, but we would like to see them conducted in a
rational manner and with a full knowledge of all the con-
ditions of the problems involved. Those who are acquainted
with the history of the so-called "heathen" nations have
not infrequently been driven to the conclusion, that in many
respects their conduct was much more Christian in its nature
than that of the nations which professed Christianity, with
which they came into contact, and that they were able to
teach them many lessons. Indeed, the few details which we
have given of the history of the contact of the peoples of the
East and the West have been sufficient to show that the
boasted civilisation of the West, has not always been very
evident in the conduct of those who represented it.

In their treatment of Eastern nations, and of weaker
peoples generally, the professing Christian nations have not
even made a pretence of acting according to the principles
of Christianity; they have, as a rule, been guided entirely by
selfish motives which led them to deeds of injustice, and not
infrequently of cruelty   which   disgraced   humanity.      Not
only is this true of Western nations as a whole, it is also
true to  a very large extent   of the  individuals   of  those
nations who went to the East  for the purpose of making1
money.     Very few of them remembered to practise the
religion which they professed, in their dealings with the people
of the country in which they temporarily resided, and their
greed and arrogance were the main causes of the inter*
national troubles which from time to time arose.     Even
those who made a great profession of religion, and a show
of anxiety for the salvation of the souls of the heathen,
seemed   to   have  immense   powers   of self-deception,   and
justified arrangements which impoverished and demoralised
the people, and they were content so long as they brought
profit to themselves.    They were, in fact, satisfied with legal
justice in their dealings, but failed to see the necessity of
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